
Smoke Alarm Program

Dear Smoke Alarm Program Recipient,

Thank you for allowing the Topeka Fire Department the ability to make your home safer

by installing a smoke alarm. Now that that we have smoke alarms installed in your house,

what do you do if the alarm goes off?

When the Alarm Goes Off

If the alarm goes off, crawl low to the ground under the smoke and exit your home

quickly.

Don't try to take anything with you; just get out. Once safely outside, go to your family

meeting place to ensure that everyone got out safely.

Once you're out, stay out!

Make sure to prepare and practice an escape plan including a family meetingplace.

Just like schools practice fire drills, families should also practice what to do if their

smoke alarms go off.

Remember, every day a smoke alarm saves somebody's life.

Smoke Alarm Maintenance

Test your smoke alarm. A suggested frequency is every month by simply holding down

the test button. Vacuum your alarm at least once a year; dust and cobwebs can impair

sensitivity. Never paint over a smoke alarms. Smoke alarms should be replaced every 10

years.

Smoke alarm installation is only the first step getting out in the event of a fire emergency.

Included in this packet you will find instructions on how to create your own home fire

escape plan. Plan and practice your escape, so in the event of a fire emergency you and

your family can get out safely.



1.Draw a map of your home. Show all doors and windows.

2.Visit each room. Find two ways out.

3.Make sure all windows and doors open easily. You should be able  to

use them to get outside.

4.Make sure your home has smoke alarms. Push the test button

monthly to make sure they are working.

5.Pick a meeting place outside. It should be in front of your home.

Everyone should know to meet at the meeting place.

6.Make sure your address is visible from the street.

7.Talk about the plan with everyone in the home.

8.Remember to dial 911 in case of an emergency.

9.Practice your home fire drill at least twice a year. Practice at least

once during the day and at night.

Create a Home Fire Escape Plan

Use the grid paper on the following page to draw your escape plan.



Use the grid diagram below to draw your home fire escape plan.
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